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* * *

VISITING HOURS

She is shrinking, telescoped into her body.
Her face writes its own history.
She is spoon-fed, diapered, turned
this way and that-the shell preserved.
Her husband remembers her as silk damask.
Her children wait for an avalanche of recognition.

She has emptied the pockets of memory.
Show her old photographs.
Say that her grandson has her eyes,
that he has graduated cum laude,
that she will come home again.
Reach her with the divining rod of love.

She smiles fleetingly.
Words drop like apples from a tree.
Spidery fingers clutch the doll in her lap.
The woman she has left behind is a stranger.
She is an empty room,
the door shut against intruders.

MARY ENGEL©
North Bergen, New Jersey
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